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Teaching Large Courses Using Online 
Technologies: Lessons Learned and Future 
Challenges
Ms. Gretchen A. Mosher
Iowa State University, Ames, IA, 50011, 515 294-6358, gamosher@iastate.edu  
Dr. Steven A. Freeman
Iowa State University, Ames, IA, 50011, 515 294-9541, sfreeman@iastate.edu  
Need: Courses delivered entirely online allow universities to enroll a large number of students, but these large 
classes pose several challenges to educators. Two major challenges of large online learning environments 
are the development of appropriate learning activities and the encouragement of significant learning 
interactions between students.  This presentation will discuss strategies used to encourage participatory 
learning and student interaction in a technology course with an enrollment of 170-200 students. 
Recommendations for managing other details of large courses in an online format will also be offered. 
Overview: Courses with student enrollments of 100 or more provide an efficient means of delivery, but may prohibit 
conventional ways of introducing learning activities and providing for interaction between students. The 
strategies used by instructors to both actively engage students and utilize new online course technologies 
will be discussed. Challenges of managing a large online course will be presented, with an emphasis on 
planning appropriate learning activities and assessing student learning within the large course learning 
environment.  Unresolved issues related to large online courses will also be discussed. 
Major Points:
•	 Challenges	of	large	enrollment	online	courses
•	 Strategies	used	to	encourage	learning	and	interaction	of	online	students
•	 Suggestions	for	planning	and	assessment	with	large	numbers	of	online	students
•	 Discussion	of	continuing	issues	in	large	enrollment	online	courses
Summary: Attendees will learn strategies for optimizing engagement and interaction between students in a large 
enrollment online technology course. Suggestions and future challenges of managing large online courses 
will also be shared. 
